
City Awards Environmental Assessment  
For Permanent Wave -break at LaSalle  

Rotary Mobility Cup 
2011 wins Regatta of 

the Year  

By Colleen Gravelle  

Racing Manager  

The Mobility Cup was held on 
the Burlington Bay this past 
summer, a joint venture be-
tween BS&BC and RHYC from 
August 28-September 02, 
2011.  This regatta brought ath-
letes from all across North 
America, Europe and  
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Vision 2012  

    Toward a Safe Harbour  
                

  by John Birch , LPMA President  

 

   A progress update on Vision 2012 ~  

                        The Bigger Picture:  

The Case for a Permanent Rock Island Fish  

 & Wildlife Habitat Wavebreaker at LaSalle  
 

We have an auspicious start to the 2012 season with Burlington 
City Council accepting, and endorsing, the City Staff Report PR-
04-12 óAward for Consulting Services for Environmental Assess-
ment for Permanent Wave Break at LaSalle Park Marinaô on 
January 30

th
 2012.  ( Continued on Page 2 ) 
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Environmental Assessment Awarded for Permanent Wavebreak  

February 2012           Underway  

 

First, none of this would be possible with-
out the Big Picture thinking, support, and 
good faith consultation witnessed under 
Commodores Hugh McCully & Geoff 
Coombs and their Boards with LPMA and 
vice versa ï itôs that synergy thing.  

 

The Staff Report and Councilôs unanimous 
decision rings with due diligence, good 
faith, timeliness, and follow through. 

 

When we first presented Vision 2012 in 
the summer of 2009 to Council, and have 
been tirelessly working on this proposal 
ever since, we knew this would be a tre-
mendous amount of work. It is LPMAôs pri-
mary Strategic Objective. Since then we 
have presented on at least 8 occasions at 
Open Public Meetings of Committee & 
Council and, based on discussions with 
City Staff, we have tabled the following 
Development Documents: a 58 Page Vi-
sion 2012 Business Case; 6 page Vision 
2012 JVFA Executive Summary; 23 page 
Vision 2012 Public Stakeholders doc; 25 
page Vision 2012 Environmental Stake-
holders Discussion Doc; plus the original 
31 page Vision 2012 Bigger Picture case. 
Not to mention miles and miles of Finan-
cial Modeling; Cash-Flow Proforma; and 
Community Economic Impact modeling; 
research and numerous meetings with 
Staff and Stakeholders.  

.  

 

All this ground work has built what we 
believe to be a strong understanding by 
both Staff and Council as to the Commu-
nity advantages this project can bring, 
leading to ever growing good faith and 
follow through. Over the last year we 
have witnessed continued significant 
positive developments and a steady 
gathering momentum. 

What is Vision 2012 ?!  

The objective of this project is to bring to 
Burlington the Safe Harbour enjoyed by 
every other municipality on Lake Ontario. 
Vision 2012 would bring with it significant 
environmental improvements to habitat 
and other strategic benefits to the com-
munity. 

Vision 2012 is conceived from the outset 
to complement the goals of the óHamilton 
Harbour & Watershed Fisheries Manage-
ment Planô (Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources & RBG 2009) 

Vision 2012 is fully consistent with the 
City of Burlingtonôs Future Focus 7 Pro-
tocols. 

If the EA outcome is the proposed Pre-
ferred Option B 

The marina would be expanded from 
219 Slips to 320 with an additional 20 
transient slips for visiting boaters coming 
to Burlington. (There is no guarantee of 
this EA outcome)  

( continued on next page ) 

( continued from Page 1 )    

by John Birch  



 

Endorsements  

The project received a major boost when 
the Aldershot BIA wrote a ringing en-
dorsement of the proposal, coupled with 
a strong recommendation from Robert-
son Robertson Insurance Brokers, one 
of the boating industryôs leading insurers, 
and two environmental scientists. 

 

The Cityôs decision to co-fund the Fed-
eral Environmental Assessment (EA), to-
gether with LPMA up to $150,000 each 
party, is part of the Staff Report PR-04-
12, which is a milestone on this initiative 
and advances the project to the next 
phase. An EA is required under law.  

 

The other component to PR-04-12 is to 
award Dillon Consulting Ltd as the suc-
cessful vendor for the provision of con-
sulting services for the EA, based on a 
City Request for Proposals (RFP) sent 
out industry wide to coastal engineering 
firms in October 2011.  

 

So, while the outcome of the EA cannot 
be guaranteed, we are further encour-
aged by these developments. We be-
lieve our case is strong and getting 
stronger. 

 

Now has come the time to 
test key assumptions ï the litmus 

test  

Part of the EA (which was included in 
the RFP bidding process) will be to en-
gage Public Consultations; Key Stake-
holder Consultations; Review Alternative 
Options; The Preferred Option (known 
as Option B); Site Specific Bathymetry; 
Littoral Drift; Currents; Shoreline Im-
pacts; Impact to Fisheries; Fish Breed-
ing; and Wildlife; Leaving the Marina in 
the Water Year Round; Harbour Ice 
Conditions; Acceptable Wave Action. 
The EA identified preferred solution will 
have a greatly updated and far more de-
tailed design with costing estimates. 

Next Steps  

Should we have a satisfactory outcome 
in the EA, the next phase would be to 
address the big question: to build or not 
to build. That will require decisions by 
LPMA, Council and require a full con-
struction level design (which would be 
less costly than the EA itself, and is in 
the Business Case Model); EA Stake-
holder review of construction level de-
sign; Funding commitments and Bid(s) 
to Tender to build. 

Yes there is a lot of work ahead, but it 
is worth doing. After all, itôs not as 
though a safe harbour has never been 
built before. We must be respectful of 
protocols. We believe the City under-
stands the Strategic Benefits this project 
can bring to the greater Burlington com-
munity.  

(See back page for Vision 2012: The 

Bigger Picture Option B )  

Dillon Consulting Ltd is the 

successful vendor  
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be sailed solo or with a companion sailor in the 
back-seat coaching the skipper. We are looking at 
acquiring a 3rd lightly used Martin 16 this year and 
possibly spreading the cost over 2 years. 

In Late August we had a twister come through the 
marina and our dock canopy and the marinaôs 
BBQ dock canopy were destroyed. As a result we 
are looking to acquire a new sun shelter for the 
Able Sail dock. The Burlington Rotary Club has 
very generously donated $2,000 towards this new 
acquisition. 

Nathan Verduyn and Matthew Newman have 
been re- hired to manage the program in 2012. 
Nathan will be the Equipment Manager and Mat-
thew will be the Manager of Clients and Volun-
teers. They worked very well together as a team 
last season. Nathanôs mom Lisa Verduyn has re-
cently volunteered to be the Client-Volunteer coor-
dinator to assist Matthewôs on/off the dock com-
munication with clients and Able Sail Volunteers. 
Welcome aboard Lisa! 

We have a number of dedicated volunteers return-
ing this coming season, but we still need addi-
tional assistance from 10 -12 people spread over 
the week. It takes approximately 26 people to ef-
fectively run the program with a few of the volun-
teers doing two days to fill in for those on summer 
vacation. Consider becoming a volunteer for one 
day a week during the day (11:00 am -4:00 pm). It 
is a very satisfying activity and can consist of act-
ing as a sailing companion, working on the docks 
assisting people to get in and out of the boats or 
running the safety boat towing the Martins in and 
out of the Marina Basin. All hours are recorded as 
Club Credits towards your 20 hour yearly quota. 
Last season we had 4 high school students earn 
most of their 40 hour credits they require for 
Grade 12 graduation. This is a great opportunity 
for family members or friends to obtain these 
Community Volunteer hours in a relaxing setting 
on the water. Give me a call if you are interested 
in participating this year! 

We will be having a dock training session in early 
June to review safety issues and reorient every-
one with the boats and dock equipment. This will 
take place  on our new Able Sail dock platform.  

I will provide more updates on the program in the 
coming months. 

 

It has been quite a while 
since I last reported the Able 
Sail status in our news let-
ter. Things have been pro-
gressing quite well over the 
Fall and we are now in the 
planning stages for Summer 
2012 

The 2011 Rotary Mobility 
Cup in late August was a 
resounding success! Over 

70 sailors participated in the event coming from 
as far as England, Australia and California. Our 
2 Martin 16s and 3 Liberties all participated in 
the 4 day event. Our Able Sail sailors enjoyed 
the competition and for a first international race 
experience they  placed well, in mid fleet.  In 
The Gold Fleet Lisa Harris and Al Nicolls 
placed 10th and 17th out of 20 while in the Silver 
Fleet Barry Erskine placed 6th and Henry Pratt 
and Chad Bower placed 17 and 19th respec-
tively out of 25 competitors. In the Liberty Fleet 
Kevin Glachan placed 10th.  

All our Able Sail competitors are looking for-
ward to honing their skills over the coming sum-
mer and participating in local regattas in the 
2012 season. Financially the regatta did ex-
tremely well with RHYC and BS&BC being left 
with a legacy of over $50,000 each. BS&BC 
acquired 3 brand new docks (32ôx8ô) which will 
replace our aging Able Sail platform in the Ma-
rina (Value $35,000) as well as 4 racing marks 
($2,500) and $18,000 in cash. Our 2011 Rotary 
Mobility Cup Regatta also won the Regatta of 
the Year from both the CYA and the OSA or-
ganizations. Bob Wercholoz was BS&BCôs Co-
Chair with Laurel Thompson as RHYC Co-
Chair. They did a wonderful job in organizing 
this regatta and that was re-emphasized by 
winning these prestigious awards for both 
clubs.  It doesnôt get much better than that. 

In the Coming season we will be focusing our 
training program on the Martin 16 and have 
found a buyer for our 3 Liberty sail boats, which 
were under used in the past 2 years. Once the 
Martin 16s were introduced to our program eve-
ryone wanted to sail these boats, as they can 

From Able Sail Manager Jim Casey 



( From Page 1 ) 

Australia together to  

compete.  It was actually 
two regattas in one: Mobil-
ity Cup which was the Ac-
cess Liberties and the Mar-
tin 16ôs and The North 
American Championships 
for the 2.4ôs. 

The Access Liberties are 
single handed with no com-
panion and the Martin 16 is 

a single handed dinghy but with an extra seat for a 
companion (if needed).  The 2.4ôs are the Para 
Olympic boat for single handed.  They are also an 
open class which means that those with handi-
caps and those without compete on an even keel. 

 

We had dueling Co-Chairs Bob Wercholoz from 
BS&BC and Laurel Thomson from RHYC.  The 
Honorary Chair was Don Green.  Laurel was in-
strumental in getting government funding, gifts of 
kind and helping organize the volunteers. Bob was 
the driving force in arranging sponsorships and 
most notable from the Rotary. 

 

Putting this regatta on takes months if not years of 
planning.  The facilities, docks, parking, wash-
rooms and food areas all have to be handicapped 
assessable.  Volunteers need to be assigned to 
food, parking, buses, hotels, first aid, prizes, raf-
fles, safety, race committee, entries, results, jury 
and docks in order to provide a safe and fun at-
mosphere on and off the water. 

The opening ceremonies were impressive.  The 
Burlington Teen Tour Band marched in to open 
the opening ceremonies.  These kids are a Bur-
lington & National Treasure as they have travelled 
around the world representing Canada.  Of course 
all the federal, provincial and city muckety mucks 
were there doing what they do besté.speeches, 
handshakes and photo ops. All kidding aside, it 

was an honour to have Mayor Rick Goldring, 
Mayor Bob Bratina and MP Mike Wallace. 

Our PRO (Principle Race Officer) was Irene 
McNeill, and she is exceptional at what she 
does.  We both worked together on the water 
and land every day overseeing all racing.  We 
had two race courses, one for the Liberties 
and Martin 16ôs lead by Race Officer Shelley 
Vaughan and one for the 2.4ôs lead by Race 
Officer Anne Sanderson.  Each Race Officer 
was surrounded by incredible people volun-
teering for sounds, flags, results, pin, marks 
and safety boats.  Chuck Sweet was the 
Safety Chief, but we were very fortunate to 
have Gary Howard who is the Safety Chief at 
CORK and David Lewis leading the safety on 
both courses. On each course there were no 
less than five safety boats at any given time.   

 

We did have one companion sailor fall out of a 
Martin 16, so the safety boats were put to test 
with positive results.  Irene McNeill, Gary 
Howard and I had to chase a large power boat 
off the course.  They decided that sitting in the 
middle of the course and splitting the fleet 
would be the best advantage point.  When we 
finally go them to move, they displaced 3 me-
ter waves for all the contestants to get 
through.   

 

The Martin 16ôs had a gold and silver fleet.  
This meant that the gold would go out in the 
morning and the silver in the afternoon or vise 
a versa on alternating days.  They also had to 
share boats and companion sailors.  When 
the boats had to do their exchange we would 
get them into the marina and then radio the 
docks to see which boats they needed at the 
docks first; to make the switch.  Jenny Hill and 
Paula Stone each commanded a side of the 
dock and were  

( continued on next page) 
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very resourceful on getting the boats in and back 
out to the race course in a timely manner.    

 

The athletes were awesome.  I canôt remember all 
their names, but I will never forget their faces and 
their tenacity.  There was a gentleman from Texas 
that raced on the 2.4ôs.  He was in a wheelchair 
and had this remarkable dog by his side.  The dog 
was never on a leash.  When this gentleman was 
sailing, the dog sat beside his wheelchair until he 
returnedé.true loyalty and friendship.  A young 
man from Vancouver was sailing on the Martin 
16ôs.  This was the first year he had made the gold 
fleet.  On his first race he was de-masked.  When 
he was towed in, he was smiling and laughing and 
said ñguess Iôll have to wait until tomorrow to get 
my first winòé.a true competitor. The memory that 
stays with me every day is the sight of 60 empty 
wheelchairs on the dock.  They were all so truly 
happy to be doing what they lovedé.sailing. Post 
sailing every night was sitting around the Shark 
Bar.  Yes, the Shark Bar, a Shark Boat that was 
refitted to be a bar. (Finally the 
Shark Boat has a purpose)  
Pitchers of beers filled the tables 
with athletes, coaches, race com-
mittee and volunteers mingling 
and talking about the days racing 
and antics.  Good food was 
abundant and very reasonably priced. 

 

I canôt say enough about the volunteers from 
BS&BC.  Bill Morey, Don Campbell and Don Bing-
ley were on Mark Set every day.  Lori Sharpe on 
Race Committee.  Frank Howarth SR., Doug Ed-
wards and Richard Harris captained Underway.  
Alison Jones, Ben Gravelle, Rochelle McAdams 
and Paul Gravelle were on Pin duty.  Sean Hewson 
was on Pin and Mark set or setting the course.  
Sheila Garrett was helping with the hoist getting 
the athletes on and off the boats.  The Verdyns 
couldnôt pass the opportunity to help and be part of 
Mobility Cup. Jim Casey was on the docks every-
day doing whatever needed to be done.  The one 
thing we found out is that you cannot use a com-
pass on Underwayé.steel boat. 
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Working with the members from RHYC was a 
fantastic experience.  They are our brotherôs 
and sisterôs from across the bay, and yes 
they do have the better view.  RHYC has the 
know-how on putting on a regatta.  They 
made all the volunteers from BS&BC and all 
others feel needed, necessary and rewarded.  
Commodore Perry was out on Pin Boat each 
day.  Al Rutherford captained the Commo-
dore Penny.   

 

DBlandford, Joyce Webb, Stephannie Farrell, 
Bill Cheek, Ann Hynd, Peggy Dunsmore 
were out on Race Committee every day.  
Leslie Hynd and Debbie MacIntyre were busy 
doing registrations.  Leslie also manned the 
results every day.   

Leo Reise, Wendy Loat and Kath Dyer were 
our auspicious judges.  Colin Jacobs was the 
man of the houré.every houré.everyday.  
He was our go to man.  When you couldnôt 

find something or when 
there was a problem you 
would go to Colin.  

Mark Dams brought his 
boat ñTin Canò to do Mark 
Set.  Unfortunately, the mo-
tor blew.   

 

Our PRO, Irene McNeill, also brought her 
husband Neil and a boat from EYC to do 
Mark Set. 

Without competent individuals volunteering 
their time to man the docks, or be on Race 
Committee and Safety Boats this regatta 
would not have had the success that it did 
attain. 

 

Rotary Mobility Cup 2011 won Regatta of the 
Year from both CYA and Ontario Sailing!!!! 

Rotary Mobility Cup 2011 
won Regatta of the Year 

from both CYA and  

     Ontario Sailing!  
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Passing the Torch  

Weõre on the Web 

www.burlbay.com 

Brian Garrett 
passes the 
torch of Rac-
ing Manager 
to Colleen 
Gravelle at 
the Racing 
Awards on 
January 7th, 
2012. 

BS & BC Racing on Facebook 
Colleen Gravelle has developed a Facebook page ñ BS&BC RACING.ò  Please join 
as it is an open group. 

This page is intended to keep racerôs updated on all things racing at BS&BC. On this 
page you can post your pictures, comments and updates. If you are short crew one 
night, you can post it on this page. If we are short on Race Committee we can post it 
here. Anyone is welcome to join even if you are not a racer, but want to stay in the 
loop. Cruiserôs are more than welcome to join and post their information for their 
weekend cruises.  So please join and start sharing your comments and pictures to-
day.  
 

Photo by Bob Watson 
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I would like to thank all those that helped with the Racing Program 
over the past years.   It would not have been a success without: 

Jan Varkevisser who has been instrumental in updating the SIôs 
every year   He has also been the ñgo to guyò for all race scoring.  
Many thanks for his considerable work over the years. 

Thank you to Bob Duggan who has been stalwart 
heading up the Protest Committee.  When most 
of us were enjoying our nights off from racing 
through the week,  he and his Committee spent 
their valuable summer evenings toiling away in 
the Protest Room at RHYC.  Thanks to Doug 
Edwards and Jane who have done the vast ma-
jority of the Committee Boat Driver/Race Conve-
nor duties for at least the last two years.  Without 
their work every Tuesday, we would not be rac-
ing. 

Also for the last two years we have had Todd 
Buchanan undertaking the scoring every Tues-
day night.  Thanks to Sean Hewson and Richard 
Harris for their considerable effort running the 
Committee Boat. 

Many thanks to Colleen Gravelle for taking over 

all responsibilities related to running and organiz-

ing our Annual Regatta and best wishes to 

Coleen as she assumes the Manager of Racing 

position for 2012! 

From Past Racing Manager Brian Garrett   



BS & BC 2011 Racing Season Awards Night 
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With Past Sailing Manager Brian Garrett ( Top L to Bottom R) Jan Varkevisser, Bob Duggan,  

Bill Stewart,  Alex Gadamer, Fred Smith, and Hugh Johnson. 
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